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Easy Reading Edition January 8-14

READ FOR THIS WEEK’S STUDY: Exodus 24:5-8; Exodus 25:8; E x o d u s
2 9 : 1 2 ; Exodus 30:10; L eviticus 10:18; Isaiah 53.

M E M O RY V E R S E : “By his [Jesus’] know l e d ge shall my [God’s] right-
eous [holy] servant [Jesus] justify [fo rgive] many ; for he [Jesus] shall
bear [accept] their iniquities [sins]” (Isaiah 53:11).

IN TALKING ABOUT WAR AND DESTRU C T I O N , the poet W. H . Au d e n
wrote that humans were like children “in a haunted wo o d .” T h ey were lost,
a f raid of the night, and “ h ave never been happy or good.” This sad poem
d e s c ribes the human situation. Fo rt u n a t e l y, God wants to lead us out of this
s i t u a t i o n . As Ellen White said, “As soon as there was sin, there was a
S av i o r.”—adapted from The Desire of Ages, p. 2 1 0 . Throughout history, the
S avior has shown Himself and the thoughts He has toward us. T h ey are
thoughts of salvation, hope, and etern a l1 l i fe. For many hundreds of ye a r s, He
has shown Himself and His thoughts through the sanctuary services on
e a rt h . The sanctuary services were a model for the plan of salva t i o n .

This week, we will look at the sanctuary services and what God was telling
His people through them. In this way we can claim the hope that God offe r s
to us.

A LOOK AT THIS WEEK’S LESSON: What was the meaning of the sanc-
t u a ry sacrifices? What was the purpose of the Old Testament sanctu-
a ry? What symbols (examples) of Jesus were in the sanctuary? W hy
was blood a very important part of the sanctuary serv i c e s ?

Study this we e k ’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, Ja nu a ry 15.

SABBATH—JANUARY 8

Jesus and the Sanctuary

1eternal—forever; without beginning or end.

3
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S ACRIFICES BEFORE T H E
S A N C T UA RY (Genesis 6–8).

Last we e k ’s lesson showed some
of the earliest examples of sacri-
fices in the Old Te s t a m e n t . No real
explanation of the beginning or pur-
pose of the sacrifices was given in
the verses we studied. The Bibl e
just tells about these sacri f i c e s.

We studied the Cain and Abel
s t o ry (Genesis 4:4), and the story
of Abraham and Isaac (Genesis
2 2 : 1 3 ) . These stories are diffe r-
e n t , but they are the same in one
i m p o rtant way. In what way are
t h ey the same? W hy is that way
so import a n t ?

In all these stori e s, wo r s h i p
focused on sacri f i c e, blood, and the
death of an “ i n n o c e n t ” a n i m a l . T h e
verses say little about the reason
for the sacri f i c e s. But the death of
the animal was still the import a n t
p a rt of each sacri f i c e. There mu s t
be something about these deaths
that made the sacrifices acceptabl e
to God. C o n t ra s t2 the diffe r e n c e
b e t ween Cain’s sacrifice and Abel’s
s a c ri f i c e. Also think about Noah’s
s a c rifice right after he came out of
the ark .

In Genesis 8:21, 2 2 , what is the
connection between the sacrifices
Noah offered and God’s plan nev e r
to “ c u rse the ground any more fo r
m a n ’s sake”? (Read also Genesis
9:8-17.) How do we see the plan of
s a l vation used as a symbol (ex a m-
ple) in Genesis 8:21, 2 2 ?

Long before the Cross, we have a
q u i ck look at the great plan of salva-
t i o n . This look shows that God is
willing to fo r g i ve us, because of a
s a c rifice offered in our place. Fo r
the wo rld, God accepted the sacri-
fice Noah offe r e d . God accepted
N o a h ’s sacrifice even though “ t h e
thoughts of his [man’s] heart we r e
a l ways directed only toward what
was ev i l ” (Genesis 6:5, NIrV).

After getting off the ark, N o a h
built an altar and offered sacri-
fices to God.What should that tell
us about how important it is to
keep God first in our lives?

SUNDAY—JANUARY 9

2contrast—show how things are different.
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THE SANCTUA RY ON T H E
E A RTH (Exodus 25:8).

Since Adam and Eve ’s fall, we
can see how sin has led to separa-
tion between humanity3 and God.
God is holy. Humanity is unholy. T h e
question is, How can a holy God
come close to unholy people? T h e
s a n c t u a ry services on earth help
p r ovide an answe r.

W hy did God ask the ch i l d r e n
of Israel to make a sanctuary ?
Exodus 25:8.

The sanctuary was a meeting
place between God and His people.
The name of the sanctuary means
the “tent of meeting” or “tent of the
c o n gregation [church gr o u p ] .” T h e
s a n c t u a ry was a place for a holy
God to meet with sinful, fallen peo-
p l e. The sanctuary helped the
Creator of the heavens and the
e a rth to be with His people daily.
Here is where God gave judgments
( L eviticus 16). Here He fo r g ave sin
( L eviticus 4). He guided their trip 
to Canaan from the sanctuary
(Numbers 9:15-21). He cleansed
them (Leviticus 14:31). And He
c o m municated with them (Exodus
2 5 : 2 2 ) . The sanctuary was the cen-
ter of the people’s worship and
G o d ’s guidance. It was the place

where the people came to enjoy
their relationship with God in a spe-
cial way.

Was the sanctuary the only
place in which God had fe l l ow-
ship with His people in a special
w ay? Exodus 12; Exodus 20.

Of course, God was not limited 
to fe l l owshipping with His people
through the sanctuary. But that wa s
His chosen way of living, commu n i-
cating, and fe l l owshipping with them.
W hy did He choose this special 
way? The Bible does not say why.
The important thing is that, through
the sanctuary, He was able to show
Himself as a holy God to His people.
In the sanctuary, they could meet
and fe l l owship with Him in a way 
that let them understand His will fo r
their live s.

The sanctuary.

MONDAY—JANUARY 10

3humanity—all the people of the world.
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R ev i ew the things God did fo r
His people by living with them in
the sanctuary. In what ways does
Jesus do the same things for us
n ow (John 1:14)?

BLOOD AND THE SANCTUA RY
( L eviticus 17:11).

Ye s t e r d ay ’s lesson showed how
God could live among sinners and
fe l l owship with them through the
s a n c t u a ry. But the sanctuary did not
p r ovide something special that wo u l d
help the people worship and fe l l ow-
ship with God. Something else wa s
i nvo l ve d . It was something a bu i l d i n g
itself could never give.

What was the important part of
the sanctuary? W hy is it so
i m p o rtant to let sinful people fe l-
l owship with a holy God?

What point do the fo l l ow i n g
v e rses share? Exodus 24:5-8;
Exodus 29:12; Exodus 30:10;
L eviticus 4:17; L eviticus 10:18.

E ven a quick reading of the Old
Testament sanctuary services show s
that blood is the most important part
of the serv i c e. Innocent animals—
l a m b s, bu l l s, and goats—were killed
in different services (Leviticus 4:3-7;
L eviticus 15:25-30). As sinners, we

should be destroye d . This is because
sin leads to death. But God has
o f fered a way of escape. J e s u s
Himself would lose His life. He wo u l d
spill His blood so we could be fo r -
g i ven (Galatians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:19).
Blood means life. So spilled bl o o d
means death.The death of each sac-
rifice in the sanctuary pointed to
J e s u s ’ d e a t h . J e s u s ’ death is the only
way sinful people can be brought
b a ck to God.

The sacrifice of innocent ani-
mals is cruel. What should the
sacrifice of innocent animals tell
us about how bad sin is?

THE SANCTUA RY AND SIN
( L eviticus 5:1).

Through its service of sacri f i c e s,

The lamb’s blood symbolized Jesus’ blood
spilled for us on the cross.

WEDNESDAY—JANUARY 12

TUESDAY—JANUARY 11
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the sanctuary on earth made a way
for God’s people to reach Him. H ow
did these sacrifices make it possibl e
for people to reach God? How did the
s a c rifices shows us what Jesus did
for us?

What basic idea do we read
about in Leviticus 5:1, 1 7 ; L ev i t i -
cus 17:16; L eviticus 19:17; L ev i t i -
cus 20:17, 2 0 ?

The basic idea in these verses is
that people are responsible for their
own sins. God called His people into
a relationship with Him. He let them
t a ke part in His holiness (Exodus
1 9 : 6 ; L eviticus 19:2; L eviticus 20:7).
The people could take part in God’s
holiness by living in faith and obedi-
ence to Him (Leviticus 20:8). S i n
could break up this relationship. I f
the sin problem were not solve d ,
G o d ’s people would be punished.
But God offered them a way of
receiving fo r g i veness and cleansing
from their sin. The sacrifices in the
s a n c t u a ry pointed to this way.

To receive fo r g i ve n e s s, people
were to bring a sacrifice to God
( L eviticus 5:5, 6). The exact kind of
animal or service depended upon
m a ny different things. But the basic
idea was the same:The sins of a per-
son were put on an innocent animal.
Then the animal suffered the death
that should have been the sinner’s
d e a t h . This is called atonement.4

What is “ a t o n e m e n t ” an ex a m p l e
of in the fo l l owing vers e s ?
L eviticus 4:20; L eviticus 6:7;
L eviticus 19:22; N u m b e rs 15:25.
H ow do the fo l l owing verses help
us understand what we can
receive through Jesus? Psalm
1 3 0 : 3 , 4 ; Ephesians 1:7; E p h e -
sians 4:32; Colossians 1:14. H ow
h ave you experienced the pro m i s e
of these verses in your life ?

THE SUPREME (GREATEST) SIN
OFFERING (Isaiah 53).

Yesterday’s lesson showed how
sins being put on the innocent
animal pointed to God’s way of
forgiving the sinner. The animal
pointed to Jesus. Jesus’ death is
God’s way of forgiving the sinner.
What do the following verses tell
us about Jesus? Isaiah 53:11;
Hebrews 9:28.

Our sins are forgiven
through Jesus’ blood.

THURSDAY—JANUARY 13

4atonement—Jesus dying for us on the cross. The animal that was sacrificed symbolized Jesus.



23

Lesson 1 Lesson TitleLesson 3 Jesus and the Sanctuary

Jesus took our sins upon Himself
and received punishment for them.
This is the only way sinful humans
can receive salvation and fo r g i ve-
n e s s. This is how the sanctuary
s e rvices taught salvation in Jesus.

What does Isaiah 53 teach us
about the idea of Jesus as our
S u b s t i t u t e5 in death?

Isaiah 52:7-9 and Isaiah 53 sum-
m a ri ze the gospel. I s a i a h ’s beautiful
d e s c ription of the Savior and His
wo rk for us is set against the back-
ground of human selfishness. T h e s e
verses describe a ve ry clear picture
of Jesus’ s a c rifice as our Substitute.
The sacrifices in the sanctuary are
examples of Jesus’ s a c ri f i c e. “ We
should study Isaiah 53. Isaiah 53 pic-
tures Jesus as the Lamb of God.
People who are proud and va i n
should look upon this picture of their
S av i o r. T h ey should humble them-
s e l ves in the dust. People should
m e m o ri ze Isaiah 53. Its influence will
h u m ble people who are proud and
va i n .”—Adapted from Ellen G. W h i t e
C o m m e n t s, The Seve n t h - d ay Ad-
ventist Bible Commentary, vo l . 4, 
p. 1 1 4 7 .

What picture does Isaiah 53
give of humanity? In what way s
do you see yo u rself in Isaiah 53?
At the same time, what hope does
Isaiah give yo u ?

ADDITIONAL STUDY: Read Ellen G.
White Comments, The Seve n t h - d ay
A d ventist Bible Commentary, vo l . 4, 
p p. 1147, 1148; Ellen G. W h i t e, T h e
Desire of Ages, p p. 78, 458; E va n g e -
l i s m ,6 p. 6 1 2 ; The Great Controve r s y
[ War], p p. 358, 359; Prophets and
K i n g s, p p. 6 9 0 – 6 9 2 .

“ To many people, the my s t e ry has
been why there were so many sacri-
fices in the sanctuary on earth? W hy
were so many bleeding victims
(lambs) led to the altar? But these
s a c rifices reminded the people of the
S avior and left a deep impression on
their minds and heart s. These sacri-
fices reminded them that ‘without the
spilling of blood, no one can be fo r-
g i ve n ’ ( H e b r ews 9:22, NIrV). E ve ry
bleeding lamb pointed to ‘the Lamb 
of God [Jesus]! He takes away the sin
of the wo rl d ! ’ (John 1:29, NIrV).

“Jesus began the sanctuary serv-
ices of wo r s h i p. In this system, the
s e rvices pointed to spiritual and
h e avenly things. . . .

“There was a lesson in eve ry sac-
ri f i c e. There was a lesson in eve ry
s e rv i c e. The lesson was preached
by the priest in his holy wo rk . T h e
lesson is that only through Jesus’
blood can we find fo r g i veness of
s i n s.

“ B e l i evers in the Old Te s t a m e n t
were saved by the same Savior we
are saved by. But they saw God’s

5substitute—a person who takes the place of another person. Jesus took our place on the cross.
6evangelism—the spreading of the gospel to the world.

FRIDAY—JANUARY 14
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m e r c y7 in symbols (ex a m p l e s ) . . . .
J e s u s ’ s a c rifice is the glorious fulfill-
ment of the sanctuary sacri f i c e. . . .
All people can now reach God
through Jesus. . . . T h ey do not
depend on priests or sanctuary sac-
ri f i c e s. L i b e rty is given to all people
to go directly to God through Jesus.

“The whole mind, the whole soul,
the whole heart, and the whole
strength are saved by the blood of
J e s u s.”—Adapted fom Ellen G.
W h i t e, G o d ’s Amazing Gra c e, p. 1 5 5 .

DISCUSSION QU E S T I O N S:
1 . In what important ways did the

s e rvices of the sanctuary on
e a rth and, later, the temple at
J e rusalem, p r o p h e t i c a l l y s h ow
the gospel?

2 . The death of the animal was not
the only thing important to the
s a n c t u a ry services on eart h . T h e
p riests also wo rked with the peo-
ple in the sanctuary after the
s a c rifice had been offe r e d .
Discuss what this wo rk after the
s a c rifice had been offe r e d
means to our understanding of
Jesus as our High Priest in the
s a n c t u a ry in heave n .

7mercy—kindness we do not deserve.


