LESsON 6 *July 30-August 5
(page 46 of Standard Edition)

Jesus Mingled With People

SABBATH AFTERNOON

Read for This Week’s Study: Mart. 1:22, 23; John 1:14; Luke
15:3-24; Matt. 9:10-13; Ps. 51:17; 1 John 2:16; Phil. 2:13—15.

Memory Text: “Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gather-
ing around to hear Jesus. But the Pharisees and the teachers of the
law muttered, ‘This man welcomes sinners and eats with them’ ”
(Luke 15:1, 2, NIV).

old-age home to hold a worship service every month. In the first
week, while the youth were leading out, an old man in a wheelchair
grabbed the deacon’s hand and held it during the service. This happened
month after month. One time, when the youth group came, the man in
the wheelchair was not there. The staff said that he would not likely live
through the night. The deacon went to his room, and he was lying there,
obviously unconscious. Taking the old man’s hand, the deacon prayed that
the Lord would grant him eternal life. The seemingly unconscious man
squeezed the deacon’s hand tightly, and the deacon knew that his prayer
had been heard. With tears in his eyes, he stumbled out of the room,
bumping into a woman who said, “I’'m his daughter. He’s been waiting
for you. My father said, ‘Once a month Jesus comes and holds my hand.
And I don’t want to die until I have a chance to hold the hand of Jesus one
more time.” ”—Adapted from The Least of These, a video produced by Old
Fashioned Pictures (2004). Used by permission.
Christianity is about becoming “Jesus” for somebody. The next sev-
eral lessons will focus on aspects of Jesus’ ministry method and how
His church can live out His ministry.

ﬁ deacon in a local church drove a van that took the youth to an

* Study this weeks lesson to prepare for Sabbath, August 6.
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Christ’s Method Alone

Ellen G. White, in an often-quoted paragraph, summarizes what
Jesus did in order to reach out and bring the people to salvation. (See
also Matt. 9:35, 36.)

“Christ’s method alone will give true success in reaching the people.
The Saviour mingled with men as one who desired their good. He
showed His sympathy for them, ministered to their needs, and won
their confidence. Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me.” ”—The Ministry of
Healing, p. 143.

Let’s analyze this a bit.

1. Jesus mingled with people as One who desired their good. (He
opened networks.)

2. Jesus sympathized with people. (He formed attachments.)

3. Jesus ministered to their needs. (This also formed attachments.)

4. When He combined the first, second, and third elements, He won
people’s confidence.

5. “Then He bade them, ‘Follow Me’ ” (to become disciples).

What we see here is a wholistic model of the gospel. This ministry
method will guide us in proclaiming the gospel more fully. Jesus did
not separate the social aspects (numbers 1—4) from giving the invitation
to follow Him (number 5), and neither should we. All of the steps work-
ing together will give “true success.” This lesson will focus on the first
step of Jesus’ method. Lessons 7-11 will focus on the others.

What do the following verses say about God the Son mingling with us?
Matt. 1:22, 23; John 1:14.

We are all deeply hurt and damaged by sin. But everything that has gone
wrong in the world because of sin is addressed by God’s reconciliation with
humanity through Jesus’ wholistic incarnational ministry. He mingled with
and desired the good of the whole person and the whole human race, even
ministering to those who in that culture were deemed “the worst.”

Dwell on this amazing truth that the One who made all created
things (see John 1:3), Jesus, took upon Himself human flesh and
in the flesh mingled with and ministered to fallen humanity as He
did. How should this amazing truth, so full of hope, impact how
we mingle with and minister to others?
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Lost and Found

Jesus tells three parables in Luke 15, in direct response to the accu-
sation of the Pharisees and teachers of the law that Jesus “welcomes
sinners and eats with them” (Luke 15:2, NIV).

Read the following passages and note the essence of Jesus’ answer to
these accusations.

Luke 15:3-7

Luke 15:8-10

Luke 15:11-24

Each parable begins with something lost and ends with a celebra-
tion, an expression of God’s love for us and His profound interest in
our salvation.

A pastor was following up a Voice of Prophecy interest and discov-
ered that the whole family was interested in Bible studies, except one.
The mother, father, and younger daughter had accepted Christ and were
eager to receive the pastor in their home on a regular basis. The older
son had rebelled against Christianity and wanted nothing to do with it.
Every evening that the pastor visited, the young man left the room and
would not participate in the lesson studies. After six weeks of cordial
and productive Bible study, the young pastor began to challenge the
three who were studying with him to consider baptism. Each had his or
her own reason why he or she should wait a few months before decid-
ing. Unexpectedly, the young man entered the dining room where the
study was in session and announced that he wanted to be baptized as
soon as the pastor felt he was ready. He had been sitting in his room
following along in a Bible he had purchased at a used bookstore after
the first lesson, and all along was growing in conviction that he needed
to make a public confession of his faith. Two weeks later the young man
was baptized, and one month after that, the rest of the family took their
stand as well. Considering what we just read in the parables, we can
imagine that there was joy in heaven over these decisions.

Jesus purposely placed Himself in contact with such people as the
Samaritan woman at the well, a Roman centurion, a “sinful” woman
who poured a year’s salary’s worth of nard on His feet, and countless
unrecorded individuals “unworthy” of those who considered them-
selves too holy to be in their presence.

Have you ever avoided witnessing to a person who would likely
not fit well in your church? What would it take for you and your
church to find sufficient grace to embrace those “sinners”?
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Eating With Sinners

Read Matthew 9:10-13. What crucial message should we as individu-
als take away from Jesus’ response to His critics? Read Hos. 6.6.

Jesus is reclining at the dinner table, where He is fellowshiping and
eating with what this society would deem “undesirables.”

What kind of people does your culture deem “undesirables”?

Interrupted by the Pharisees’ question of the appropriateness of
Jesus’ mingling with such despicable people, Jesus challenges them to
learn the meaning of mercy in contrast to sacrifice. “ ‘But go and learn
what this means: “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.” For I did not come
to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance’ ” (Matt. 9:13, NKJV).
How sad that Jesus has to tell religious leaders to learn one of the most
crucial truths of their own faith.

Here again, we are seeing the same problem that we saw occurring in
Old Testament times, that of religious forms and ceremonies becoming
more important in the minds of people than the question of how they
treated others. How interesting that He quoted the Old Testament here
(Hos. 6:6) to make His point.

“Thousands are making the same mistake as did the Pharisees whom
Christ reproved at Matthew’s feast. Rather than give up some cherished
idea, or discard some idol of opinion, many refuse the truth which
comes down from the Father of light. They trust in self, and depend
upon their own wisdom, and do not realize their spiritual poverty. . . .

““.. . Fasting or prayer that is actuated by a self-justifying spirit is an abom-
ination in the sight of God.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 280.

It is easy to judge the actions of others by using our own preferences
as the standard. We must learn to humbly put self aside and allow the
Holy Spirit to translate mercy into conviction.

What does Psalm 51:17 say to us all? How should the knowledge

of our own sinfulness help us to understand better the meaning
of this text?
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Mingling Wisely

A speaker asked a group to tell how many “non-Adventist friends”
they had. One man in the back of the room stood up and triumphantly
proclaimed, “I’m proud to say none!” That man might have meant
well, but his words said a lot about what kind of light to the world
he was.

As we saw already, Matthew 5:13 says we are the salt of the earth,
but this salt can lose its savor. A merchant in Sidon had stored much
salt in sheds with a bare earth floor. Because the salt was in direct
contact with the earth, it lost its savor. This salt was thrown out and
used to pave roads. In the same way, we need to be careful as we
mingle with the world: Are we letting the world rob us of our unique
savor? Are our values the same as the world’s?

What can we learn from these stories about how not to mingle with the
world? Gen. 13:5-13, 19:12-26, Num. 25:1-3; see also I John 2:16.

These biblical examples illustrate the need for caution in mingling
with people who live by the worldly values listed in 1 John 2:16. We
fool ourselves if we think that we must not use caution or that there’s
no danger of getting caught up in the fallen principles of the world.
At the same time, what good are we going to be to others if we hide
ourselves from others in order not to be negatively impacted by their
ways?

Note this wise and balanced counsel: “Now, shall professed Christians
refuse to associate with the unconverted, and seek to have no commu-
nication with them? No, they are to be with them, in the world and
not of the world, but not to partake of their ways, not to be impressed
by them, not to have a heart open to their customs and practices. Their
associations are to be for the purpose of drawing others to Christ.”
—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book 3, p. 231.

How many non-Adventist friends do you have? What is the nature
of your relationship? Who is influencing whom more, you them
or they you?
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In the Midst of a Crooked Generation

No question, the world needs what we have been given in Christ. It’s
nothing in us, ourselves, that makes what we have so important. Rather,
it is only by virtue of what we have received from Christ that gives us
our imperative to reach others. And it’s precisely because we have been
given so much that we are called to reach out to those who don’t have
it. “ ‘Freely you have received, freely give’ ” (Matt. 10:8, NKJV).

Read Philippians 2:13-15. What are we being told here, and how does

it fit in with our calling to reach out to others without falling away
ourselves?

We have to be careful about so seeking to protect ourselves from
the world that we never come in contact with the souls in it. It’s very
easy to stay in our own spiritual and theological comfort zone and
to become spiritual introverts. Such introversion can turn into self-
centered religion. How often do local churches, for instance, spend
more energy battling over worship styles or doctrine than they spend
in outreach to a dying world?

Robert Linthicum, in his book Empowering the Poor (pp. 21-30),
describes three kinds of churches.

First, the church in the city (community) has virtually no contact
with the community. The bulk of the church’s emphasis is serving its
members’ needs.

Then, there is the church zo the city (community). This church
knows that it must get involved in ministry to the community. It
guesses what the community needs without consulting the commu-
nity it serves. Then it presents programs fo the community. Its minis-
try risks being irrelevant, with no community ownership.

Last, Linthicum speaks of the church with the city (community).
This church does a demographic analysis to understand those whom it
serves. Members mingle with leaders and residents of the community,
asking them what their real needs are. Their service to the community
is more likely to be relevant and well-received because the commu-
nity has already given input and trusts the process. This church joins
the community in their struggle to decide what kind of community
they want and is a partner with the community toward realizing that
goal. Such a church gets involved with community organizations and
may help the community to add lacking services, if needed. There is
a mutual ownership and buy-in of this partnership to meet real needs.
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Further Thought: Read Ellen G. White, “Our Example,” pp. 17-28,
in The Ministry of Healing, “Levi-Matthew,” pp. 272-280, in The Desire

of Ages.

The church’s mission is to the world, not only unto itself. It was orga-
nized for service to others. A church of another faith community has a
sign at the end of the driveway, just before the driveway enters the road
into the community in front of the church. The sign says: “Servant’s
Entrance.” That says it all, doesn’t it?

Jesus was a great mingler, and Ellen White indicates that God’s
church must be today. The members are salt and must permeate the
community.

“There is no call here to hibernate in the wilderness evangelizing
jack rabbits. Here is an awesome invitation given by the prophet of the
Lord to mingle, like Jesus, with the unlovely, the poor, and the lost.
Jesus was friends with sinners. He attended their parties—met them
where they were. Jesus never compromised His faith, but He loved
to go where there were sinners. The people most comfortable around
Jesus were sinners, while the ones most uncomfortable were the so-
called saints. But Jesus didn’t pay attention to that, because He had His
priorities straight. He came to save sinners. That was His mission, and
it should be our mission, even if we make some saints upset. . . .

“For too long Adventists have isolated themselves in safe havens and
ghettos, as if the rest of the world did not exist. That time has ended. We
cannot, we dare not, live in apostasy any longer. It is time to enter the
community as individuals and as a church.”—Russell Burrill, How fo
Grow an Adventist Church (Fallbrook, Calif.: Hart Books, 2009), p. 50.

Discussion Questions:

© Discuss the idea expressed above that by isolating ourselves we
are “in apostasy.” Do you think that’s too strong, or is the point
valid? If so, what biblical justification can you find to back up
your answer?

@ Though we need to mingle in order to minister, why is the sup-
port from, and accountability to, the church family an important
factor that we mustn’t neglect? How can we as a church body help
one another as we seek to minister to the world but not get pulled
into it?

© Discuss this idea of churches spending more energy bickering

over internal issues than they spend on outreach. How can we
avoid this deadly trap?
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Lost and Found: Part 1

“Denise!” her mother called. “Come!” Her mother grabbed the little
girl’s hand.

“What’s wrong?” the four-year-old asked as she ran to keep pace with
her mother.

“Soldiers! They’re coming! We must hide!” Denise didn’t understand
her mother’s words, but she felt her mother’s fear. As they approached
their little home in Rwanda, Denise saw her father tying a bundle.

Together the little family ran down the dusty trail that headed east.
Other people joined them, and soon the path became crowded with
people running and crying. It was 1994, and millions were fleeing for
their lives.

They walked for hours, hiding in the tall grass or the small forests
when someone thought soldiers were nearby. At last, the family reached
the border of the Democratic Republic of Congo, where they could rest.

The family settled into a refugee camp made of lean-tos and plastic
tarps that offered a little shelter from the hot sun and the pounding rain.
But at least they were safe—they thought.

Then men with knives and guns entered the camp, and people
screamed and fled. Denise ran too. But where were Mama and Papa?
Denise followed the crowd, calling for her parents. But no one answered.

Weary, Denise sat down to rest. A man offered to carry her on his
shoulders. She felt safe. But then he became tired and put her down.
Suddenly, the sound of gunfire and screams tore the air. Denise scam-
pered off the road and hid until the shooting stopped. Then she joined
others seeking safety. She saw people lying on the road. Then she saw
the man who had carried her. He was lying so still. Somehow Denise
understood that he was dead.

Denise walked on, blindly following the other people. Sometimes she
called out, “Mama, Papa,” but she never heard an answer. Denise found
a family who allowed her to stay with them in exchange for work. She
suffered their abuse. She fled the home and found an orphanage where
she could stay.

When Denise heard that the fighting was over, she wanted to go home
and find her parents. But where was home?

Denise remained in the orphanage until she was old enough to leave.
Then she began the long walk back to Rwanda. She slept in the bush
at night. As she walked, she often asked God why she had to suffer so
much. She didn’t hear God answer, but when she grew discouraged and
hungry, people shared their food with her and gave her hope to keep
walking.

To be continued in next week's Inside Story.

Produced by the General Conference Office of Adventist Mission.
Web site: www.AdventistMission.org
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TEACHERS COMMENTS

The Lesson in Brief

PKey Text: Luke 15:1, 2

>The Student Will:

Know: Comprehend that the Christian life should not be lived in an iso-
lated spiritual bubble, separated from the needs and challenges of people in
the community.

Feel: Desire to be more involved in building friendships with nonbelievers.
Do: Take active steps to move outside the four walls of the church and
exclusive fellowship with Seventh-day Adventists and become involved in
the community, making friends with nonbelievers.

»Learning Outline:
I. Know: Birds of a Feather . ..

Q Why do the social lives of many Seventh-day Adventists revolve around
other Adventists? What are the advantages and disadvantages of this?

© What can we learn about mingling from Jesus’ counsel to be in the
world, but not of it (John 17:14, 15)?

@ Are there any people or places that should be off-limits for a Christian
who wants to mingle with unbelievers?

II. Feel: Leaving the Church Nest

@ Could feeling “safe” in the practice of our faith actually inflict harm
on our spiritual health?

G What emotions could we experience when we begin forging friend-
ships with individuals who don’t necessarily share our core values? Are
there practical obstacles to these friendships?

I1I. Do: Rubbing Shoulders

Q What steps can you take this week to connect meaningfully with
someone in your community?

© Take time this week to pray for opportunities to follow Jesus and
mingle with nonbelievers.

PSummary: Feeling too comfortable in the church and with fellow believers
should serve as a warning sign for followers of Christ. Even though we
enjoy the company of our spiritual family, this week’s lesson reminds
us that we also have a mission to rub shoulders with nonbelievers—the
essential first step in Christ’s method of ministry.
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Learning Cycle

»sTEP 1—Motivate
Spotlight on Scripture: Maitthew 9:10-13

Key Concept for Spiritual Growth: It is a natural sociologi-
cal phenomenon for people to prefer spending time with people
who are similar to them. Many Seventh-day Adventists feel more
comfortable with people who believe similarly, eat the same foods,
keep the Sabbath, and share the same values. However, if we are to
be effective in our mission, we need to follow Jesus’ example and
move outside of our comfort zones to mingle and make friends with
nonbelievers.

Just for Teachers: During the discussion of this week’s lesson with
the class, it is important to look closely at Jesus’ example in min-
gling with people—including those considered to be sinners and on
the margins of society. Be sure to take the class further than just
talking about the theology of mingling. Read the opening discussion
material to the class. Discuss practical ways we can move past an
“isolationist mentality” and make connections with people in the
community.

Opening Discussion: Influential French philosopher Jacques Derrida
argued that whenever we encounter something outside our normal range
of experience, it provides us with an opportunity to learn and to grow.
He likened this encounter to eating well. However, along with the many
benefits of new experiences also come risks, including the risk of what
Derrida called “being eaten”—having an experience that does not nurture
growth and learning (“Blurred encounters? Religious Literacy, Spiritual
Capital and Language,” in Faith in the Public Realm, ed. Adam Dinham,
Robert Furbey, and Vivien Lowndes [Great Britain: The Policy Press,
2009], p. 106).

Thought Questions:

© In mingling with nonbelievers, how can we make sure that we eat well,
rather than are eaten? How do we follow Christ’s example, sharing and
engaging in the lives of others, without compromising our faith? How do
we mingle without losing our unique identity as believers?

5 9

@ How do we balance the injunction to “ ‘Come out of her, my people
(Rev. 18:4) with the directive to follow Christ’s example in mingling? How
will we know when we get the balance right?
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»sTEP 2—Explore

Just for Teachers: Mingling with people is the crucial first step in
Christ’s method of ministry. Mission and ministry cannot be done from
a distance, by remote control. At times, Adventists have withdrawn
from contact with nonbelievers, preferring the company of fellow
believers. However, during the course of this lesson take the opportu-
nity to review with the class the importance of making friends with a
wide range of people within the community.

Bible Commentary
I. Friend of Sinners (Review Matthew 9:10—13 with your class.)

When the Pharisees see Jesus eating with tax collectors and “sinners” at
Matthew’s house, they go behind His back to His disciples and demand an
explanation from them for His behavior. Overhearing their inquiry, Jesus
says, “ ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and
learn what this means: “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have not come
to call the righteous, but sinners’ ” (Matt. 9:12, 13, NIV).

Jesus is quoting Hosea: “For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowl-
edgment of God rather than burnt offerings” (Hos. 6.6, NIV). The follow-
ing verse adds these painful words: “As [was the case with] Adam, they
have broken the covenant; they were unfaithful to me there” (Hos. 6:7,
NIV). Here we are reminded that human unfaithfulness wasn’t new to
Jesus’ time; it wasn’t new in Hosea’s time—it stretched right back to the
Garden of Eden. And yet in all that time, God had been seeking to draw
His unfaithful children back to Himself. And now, finally, God had come
in the form of His Son, Jesus—to physically become part of the human
race, to become one with us to reconcile us back to Him.

The Gospels show how Jesus attracted sinners. The Holy Son of God
knew, more than anyone, the horrific power of sin and how it damages people’s
lives. The reason He came to earth was to destroy its power; and so, He never
for a moment compromised with sin or downplayed its danger; and yet, sinners
loved to be near Him. Jesus earned a reputation—a bad reputation in many
eyes—for socializing with the outcasts and the social lepers. In fact, He even
got branded with the name “friend of . . . sinners” (Matt. 11:19)—a wonderful
tribute to the amazing way He rubbed shoulders and mingled with ordinary,
sinful people.

Consider This: What difference did it make for Jesus to physically come
to earth, rather than just continue His mission from heaven? Do sinners
like to be near us, as Seventh-day Adventists? Why, or why not?
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I1. The Master’s Touch (Review Matthew 8 and 9 with your class.)

The Gospel of Matthew reveals a recurring pattern of Jesus’ explaining
concepts and then putting them into practice. After delivering the powerful
Sermon on the Mount, He comes down from the mountain and demonstrates
what He was talking about.

In Matthew 8 and 9, we see Him putting into practice each aspect of what
Ellen G. White refers to as “Christ’s method,” including a wonderful demon-
stration of what it means to mingle among people as One who desired their
good. It’s fascinating to note how many times in these two chapters Jesus
physically touches people—the closest mingling anyone can do:

1. Jesus reaches out His hand and touches a leper (Matt. 8:3). In doing
this, Jesus makes Himself ritually unclean—uncleanness that is reversed and
annulled when the leper is cleansed miraculously by Jesus’ healing touch.

2.Jesus touches the hand of Peter’s mother-in-law and heals her fever
(Matt. 8:15).

3. Jesus takes the hand of a young girl who has died and raises her from
the dead (Matt. 9:25).

4. Jesus touches the eyes of some blind men and restores their sight (Matt. 9:29).

Consider This: What significance is there in Matthew’s act of recording
the fact of Jesus’ physically touching people? What does it teach us about
Jesus and His approach to ministry?

»STEP 3—Apply

Just for Teachers: Read the following story to relay to your class what
the concept of treading the ground means. Budiman Soreng is an Adventist
pioneer—a layperson who works to establish new congregations in unentered
territories. In the late 1990s he went to the Bengkayang area of Kalimantan,
the Indonesian side of the island of Borneo. It was an area where fierce tribal
warfare raged—complete with beheadings and cannibalism. In spite of this,
Budiman managed to establish three groups of believers.

He says his first task when he arrived was to “study the situation”—the
place and the people. Next, he started to make friends with animists, Muslims,
and Chinese Buddhists, as well as other Christians. “I played football with
the people, went jogging in the mornings, and worked with them in the rice
fields,” he says. “At midnight I prayed, ‘Lord, first work in my heart. Then I
can work with the people. Let me say what Jesus would say.” ”

Budiman soon began visiting in homes and sharing from the Bible. He com-
municated with the people in their local dialect and composed spiritual songs
in their language. During the next few years, more than two hundred people
were baptized, and, with the help of four other pioneers, Budiman opened up
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five new areas to Adventist work.

The first key for successful outreach, says Budiman, is to be humble.
“We have an expression here—‘we tread the ground.” That means ‘we
come here; we are like the people here.” ” It was through mingling with
the people in their day-to-day activities that Budiman found the opening
to share the love of Jesus with the community.

Thought Questions:

How does the story of Budiman help us to understand what it means to mingle
like Jesus? Discuss the expression “we tread the ground.” Does our church
“tread the ground” in the local community, or does it tend to keep to itself?
Explain. Discuss specific ways you can “tread the ground” this week.

»sTEP 4—Create

Just for Teachers: Remind your class that we are not talking just
about something that “happened back then” or something that’s just
an interesting theological discussion point. We’re discussing something
that needs to be applied in our lives today.

Activity: Depending on the size of your class, break into smaller groups
or remain together for this activity.

Step 1. Read each of the following four passages of Scripture in which
Jesus is criticized:

Bible Passage Situation Criticism Application
of Jesus Today

1. Matt. 9:10—13 | Party at Matthew’s
house

2. Luke 7:36-50 | Sinful woman washes
Jesus’ feet

3. Luke 15:1,2 | Criticism that inspires
stories of lost sheep,
lost coin, and lost son

4. Luke 19:1-10 | Encounter with Zac-
chaeus

Step 2. Identify the specific criticisms of Jesus made in each case. What, if
any, is the common theme that emerges from these instances of criticism?

Step 3. What lesson may we learn from each of these situations that we
can apply to our lives today?
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