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The Promised Son

Sabbath Afternoon

Read for This Week’s Study: Isa. 2:2, 3; Heb. 1:1–4; Exod. 
24:16, 17; Isa. 44:24; Heb. 1:10; Luke 1:31, 32; Heb. 1:5.

Memory Text: “But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son,  
whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he 
made the universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the 
exact representation of his being” (Hebrews 1:2, 3, NIV).

Right after Adam and Eve sinned, God promised them a “seed,” a Son 
who would deliver them from the enemy, recover the inheritance that 
had been lost, and fulfill the purpose for which they had been created 

(Gen. 3:15). This Son would both represent and redeem them by taking their 
place and, ultimately, by destroying the serpent.

“When Adam and Eve first heard the promise, they looked for its 
speedy fulfillment. They joyfully welcomed their first-born son, hop-
ing that he might be the Deliverer. But the fulfillment of the promise 
tarried.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 31. The promise was 
later confirmed to Abraham. God swore to him that he would have 
a “seed,” a Son through whom all the nations of the earth would be 
blessed (Gen. 22:16–18, Gal. 3:16). And God did the same with David. 
He promised David that his descendant would be installed by God as 
His own Son and would be established as a righteous ruler over all the 
kings of the earth (2 Sam. 7:12–14, Ps. 89:27–29). What neither Adam 
and Eve, Abraham, nor David probably ever imagined, however, was 
that their Redeemer Son would be God Himself.

* Study this week’s lesson to prepare for Sabbath, January 15.

*January 8–14Lesson
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In These Last Days
The first paragraph of Hebrews reveals that Paul believed he was 

living in “the last days.” Scripture employs two expressions about the 
future that have different meanings. The prophets used the expression 
“last days” or “latter days” to talk about the future in general (e.g., Deut. 
4:30, 31; Jer. 23:20). The prophet Daniel used a second expression, 
“the time of the end,” to talk more specifically about the last days of 
earth’s history (Dan. 8:17, Dan. 12:4).

Read Numbers 24:14–19 and Isaiah 2:2, 3. What did God promise He 
would do for His people in the “latter days”?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Several Old Testament prophets announced that in the “latter days” 
God would raise up a King who would destroy the enemies of His people 
(e.g., Num. 24:14–19) and who would attract the nations to Israel (e.g., 
Isa. 2:2, 3). Paul says that these promises were fulfilled in Jesus. He 
defeated Satan and, through the proclamation of the Gospel, is attracting 
all the nations to Himself (Col. 2:15, John 12:32). In this sense, then, 
“the last days” have begun because Jesus has fulfilled God’s promises.

Our spiritual fathers died in faith. They saw and greeted the promises 
from “afar,” but did not receive them. We, on the other hand, have seen 
their fulfillment in Jesus.

Let’s think for a moment about God’s promises and Jesus. The 
Father promised that He would resurrect His children (1  Thess. 
4:15, 16). The wonderful news is that He initiated the resurrection 
of His children with the resurrection of Jesus (1  Cor. 15:20, Matt. 
27:51–53). The Father also promised a new creation (Isa. 65:17). 
He has begun to fulfill that promise by creating a new spiritual life 
in us (2 Cor. 5:17, Gal. 6:15). He promised that He would establish 
His final kingdom (Dan. 2:44). He inaugurated that kingdom by 
delivering us from the power of Satan and installing Jesus as our 
Ruler (Matt. 12:28–30, Luke 10:18–20). This is only the beginning, 
however. What the Father began to do at Jesus’ first coming, He will 
bring to completion at His second.

Look at all the promises God fulfilled in the past. How should 
this help us to trust Him for the promises not yet fulfilled?

_____________________________________________________

Sunday
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God Has Spoken to Us by His Son
Read Hebrews 1:1–4. What is the central idea of these verses?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

In the original Greek, Hebrews 1:1–4 is only one sentence, and it has 
been argued that it is the most beautiful in all the New Testament from 
the point of view of its rhetorical artistry. Its main assertion is that God 
has spoken to us through His Son, Jesus.

For the Jews in the first century a.d., the Word of God had not been 
heard for a long time. The last revelation to be expressed in the Written 
Word of God had come through the prophet Malachi and the ministries 
of Ezra and Nehemiah four centuries before. But now, through Jesus, 
God was speaking to them again.

God’s revelation through Jesus, however, was superior to the revela
tion that God had made through the prophets because Jesus is a greater 
means of revelation. He is God Himself, who created the heaven and 
the earth and rules the universe. For Paul, the deity of Christ is never in 
question. It’s all but assumed.

Also, for Paul, the Old Testament was the Word of God. The same 
God who spoke in the past continues to speak in the present. The Old 
Testament communicated a true knowledge of God’s will.

However, it was possible to understand its fuller meaning only when 
the Son arrived on earth. In the author’s mind, the Father’s revelation in 
the Son provided the key to understanding the true breadth of the Old 
Testament, just as the picture on the box of a jigsaw puzzle provides 
the key to finding the correct place for every one of its pieces. Jesus 
brought so much of the Old Testament to light.

Meanwhile, Jesus came to be our Representative and our Savior. 
He would take our place in the fight and defeat the serpent. Similarly, 
in Hebrews, Jesus is the “pioneer” or “captain” and “forerunner” of 
believers (Heb. 2:10, Heb. 6:20). He fights for us and represents us. 
This also means that what God did for Jesus, our Representative, the 
Father also wants to do for us. He who exalted Jesus at His right hand 
also wants us to sit with Jesus on His throne (Rev. 3:21). God’s mes-
sage to us in Jesus includes not only what Jesus said but also what the 
Father did through Him and to Him, all for our temporal and eternal 
benefit.

Think through what it means that Jesus—God—came to this 
earth. Why should this truth bring us so much hope?

_____________________________________________________

Monday
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“He Is the Radiance of the Glory of God”
Read Hebrews 1:2–4. What are some of the things that this passage 

teaches us about Jesus?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

In this section, we will focus on the portion that says, “He is the 
radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature” (Heb. 
1:3, ESV).

Read Exodus 24:16, 17; Psalm 4:6; Psalm 36:9; and Psalm 89:15. How 
do these texts help us understand what the glory of God is?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

In the Old Testament, the glory of God refers to His visible pres-
ence among His people (Exod. 16:7; Exod. 24:16, 17; Lev. 9:23; Num. 
14:10). This presence is often associated with light or radiance.

Scripture informs us that Jesus is the Light who came to this world 
to reveal the glory of God (Heb. 1:3; John 1:6–9, 14–18; 2 Cor. 4:6). 
Think, for instance, of how Jesus appeared in the Transfiguration. “And 
He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His 
clothes became as white as the light” (Matt. 17:2, NKJV).

Just as the sun cannot be perceived except by the radiance of its 
light, God is known through Jesus. From our perspective, the two are 
one. Because God’s glory is light itself, there is no difference, in actual 
being and character, between God and Jesus, just as there is no differ-
ence between light and its radiance.

Hebrews also says that Jesus is the “exact representation” of the 
Father’s substance (Heb. 1:3, NASB). The point of the metaphor is that 
there is a perfect correspondence in being—or essence—between the 
Father and the Son. Note that human beings carry God’s image but not 
His essence (Gen. 1:26). The Son, however, shares the same essence 
with the Father. No wonder that Jesus said, “ ‘He who has seen Me has 
seen the Father’ ” (John 14:9, NKJV).

Why is it such great news that Jesus reveals the character and 
the glory of the Father to us? What does Jesus tell us about what 
the Father is like?

_____________________________________________________

Tuesday
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Through Whom He Made the Universe
Hebrews affirms that God created the world “through” or “by” Jesus 

and that Jesus sustains the world with His powerful Word.

Read Isaiah 44:24, Isaiah 45:18, and Nehemiah 9:6. Because in 
the Old Testament the Lord affirmed that He created the world 
“alone” and that He is the “only God,” how can we reconcile this 
affirmation with the affirmations in the New Testament that God 
created the universe “through” Jesus (Heb. 1:2, 3)?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Some think that Jesus was merely the instrument through whom God 
created. This is not possible. First, for Paul, Jesus is the Lord who cre-
ated the world; He was not a helper. Hebrews 1:10 says that Jesus is the 
Lord who created the earth and the heavens, and Paul also applies to Him 
what Psalm 102:25–27 says about the Lord (Yahweh) as Creator. Second, 
Hebrews 2:10 says that the universe was created “by” or “through” the 
Father (exactly the same expressions that are applied to Jesus in Hebrews 
1:2). The Father created and Jesus created (Heb. 1:2, 10; Heb. 2:10). 
There is a perfect agreement between Father and Son in purpose and 
activity. This is part of the mystery of the Trinity. Jesus created and God 
created, but there is only One Creator, God—which implies that Jesus 
is God.

Meanwhile, Hebrews 4:13 shows that Jesus also is Judge. His authority 
to rule and judge derives from the fact that God created all things and 
sustains the universe (Isa. 44:24–28).

Hebrews 1:3 and Colossians 1:17 affirm that Jesus also sustains the 
universe. This sustaining action probably includes the idea of guidance 
or governance. The Greek word pheron (sustaining, carrying) is used 
to describe the wind driving a boat (Acts 27:15, 17) or God leading the 
prophets (2 Pet. 1:21). Thus, in a real sense, Jesus not only created us but 
also sustains us. Every breath, every heartbeat, and every moment of our 
existence is found in Him, Jesus, the foundation of all created existence.

Look up Acts 17:28. What does it say to us about Jesus and His 
power? Then think about the implications of this same Jesus 
dying on the cross for our sins. What does this truth teach us 
about the self-denying character of our Lord?

_____________________________________________________

Wednesday
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“Today I Have Begotten You”
Hebrews 1:5 reports the following words of the Father to Jesus: 

“ ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You’ ” (NKJV). What does 
it mean that Jesus was “begotten,” and when did this happen? Does not 
this show that Jesus was somehow created by God sometime way in the 
past, as many believe?

Read Hebrews 1:5; 2 Samuel 7:12–14; Psalm 2:7; and Luke 1:31, 32. 
What promise to David did Paul in Hebrews apply to Jesus?

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Jesus was begotten in the sense that He was installed, or “adopted,” 
by God as the promised Ruler, the Son of David. The concept of the 
divine adoption of the ruler was common in the Greco-Roman world 
and the East. It gave the ruler legitimacy and power over the land.

God promised to David, however, that his Son would be the true, 
legitimate ruler of the nations. He would “adopt” David’s Son as His 
own Son. Through this process the Davidic King would become God’s 
Protégé and His Heir. The covenant is fulfilled in Jesus as the Son of 
David. God would defeat His enemies and give Him the nations as His 
inheritance (Ps. 89:27; Ps. 2:7, 8).

As we can read in Romans 1:3, 4 and Acts 13:32, 33, Jesus was pub-
licly revealed as God’s Son. Jesus’ baptism and transfiguration were 
moments when God identified and announced Jesus as His Son (Matt. 
3:17, Matt. 17:5).

Yet, according to the New Testament, Jesus became the “Son of God 
with power” when He was resurrected and seated at the right hand of 
God. It was at that moment that God fulfilled His promise to David 
that his Son would be adopted as God’s own Son and His throne over 
the nations would be established forever (2 Sam. 7:12–14).

Thus, Caesar (symbol of Rome) was not the legitimate “son of 
god,” ruler of the nations. Instead, Jesus Christ was. The “begetting” 
of Jesus refers to the beginning of Jesus’ rule over the nations, and not 
to the beginning of His existence, because Jesus had always existed. 
There was never a time when Jesus did not exist, because He is God.

In fact, Hebrews 7:3 says that Jesus has “neither beginning of days 
nor end of life” (compare Heb. 13:8) because He is eternal. Thus, the 
idea of Jesus as God’s “only begotten son” is not dealing with the 
nature of Christ as deity but with His role in the plan of salvation. 
Through the incarnation, Christ fulfilled all the covenant promises.

Thursday January 13
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Further Thought: The coming of Jesus to this earth as the Son of 
God fulfilled several functions at the same time. In the first place, as the 
Divine Son of God, Jesus came to reveal the Father to us. Through His 
actions and words, Jesus showed us what the Father really is like and why 
we can trust and obey Him.

Jesus also came as the promised Son of David, Abraham, and Adam, 
through whom God had promised He would defeat the enemy and rule 
the world. Thus, Jesus came to take the place of Adam at the head 
of humanity and fulfill the original purpose God had for them (Gen. 
1:26–28, Ps. 8:3–8). Jesus came to be the righteous ruler God always 
wanted this world to have.

“The word that was spoken to Jesus at the Jordan, ‘This is My 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,’ embraces humanity. God 
spoke to Jesus as our representative. With all our sins and weaknesses, 
we are not cast aside as worthless. ‘He hath made us accepted in the 
Beloved.’ Ephesians 1:6. The glory that rested upon Christ is a pledge 
of the love of God for us. . . . The light which fell from the open portals 
upon the head of our Saviour will fall upon us as we pray for help to 
resist temptation. The voice which spoke to Jesus says to every believ-
ing soul, This is My beloved child, in whom I am well pleased.”—Ellen 
G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 113.

Discussion Questions:
	We have learned that a better understanding of Jesus’ words 
and actions helps us understand God, the Father, better. In what 
practical ways should a better understanding of Jesus enrich your 
relationship with God, the Father?

	We learned that the way God spoke to and treated Jesus is the 
way He wants to speak to and treat us. What should that tell us 
about how we should treat others?

	Dwell on the importance of the eternal deity of Christ. What is 
lost if we believe that Jesus were somehow, in some way, a created 
being, like us, who went to the cross? Contrast that thought with the 
reality that Christ was the Eternal God, and He Himself went to the 
cross. What is the big difference between the two ideas?

	 In class, talk about giving glory to God. Read Revelation 14:7. 
How is giving glory to God part of present truth and the three 
angels’ messages?

Friday
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Drinking With Villagers
By Koo Mingji

The villagers in rural northern Taiwan didn’t seem interested in Bible 
studies. Many worshiped at one of the two Christian churches in the village, 
while others spent their time drinking alcohol. The churchgoers shunned the 
drinkers.

What could I do?
I resolved to follow Jesus’ example and befriend the drinkers. “Christ’s 

method alone will give true success in reaching the people. The Saviour 
mingled with men as one who desired their good. He showed His sympathy 
for them, ministered to their needs, and won their confidence. Then He bade 
them, ‘Follow Me’ ” (Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 143).

I decided to drink with the villagers. After all, Paul declared, “I have become 
all things to all men, that I might by all means save some” (NKJV) in his power-
ful description of how to be an effective missionary in 1 Corinthians 9:19–23.

The drinkers didn’t have a problem drinking together. They wanted to 
drink with me. But I gave them tea instead of alcohol. After drinking copi-
ous amounts of tea, they didn’t have any room left for alcohol. Gradually, 
they stopped drinking alcohol and began to study the Bible with me. A few 
months passed, and two former drinkers gave their hearts to Jesus and were 
baptized in August 2019. 

Tragedy struck six months later. One of the newly baptized Seventh-day 
Adventists, a young man, fell ill and died. His death hit me hard, and I cried 
out to God, “Why?”

Shortly after the funeral, the mother and brother of the deceased young man 
unexpectedly came to me and asked for Bible studies. Then other villagers 
followed their lead. In late 2020, they and other villagers flocked to a one-day 
health fair organized by the health ministries department of the Adventist 
Church in Taiwan. The day after the fair, five villagers were baptized. 

God has infinite mercy and compassion, and He has prepared a way of 
salvation for every person on earth. The Lord says, “For My thoughts are not 
your thoughts, nor are your ways My ways” (Isaiah 55:8, NKJV). All glory 
belongs to Jehovah God!

This mission story illustrates the following components of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s “I Will Go” strategic plan: Mission Objective 
Number 1, “To revive the concept of worldwide mission and sacrifice 
for mission as a way of life involving not only pastors, but every church 
member, young and old, in the joy of witnessing for Christ and making 
disciples” through “increased number of church members participating 
in both personal and public evangelistic outreach initiatives with a goal 
of Total Member Involvement (TMI)” (KPI 1.1); and Spiritual Growth 
Objective Number 5, “To disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives.” Learn more about the strategic plan at IWillGo2020.org.



Part I: Overview 

Key Texts: Isa. 2:2, 3; Heb. 1:1–4; Exod. 24:16, 17; Isa. 44:24; 
Heb. 1:10; Luke 1:31; Heb. 1:5. 

Lesson Themes: Throughout human history, people have looked forward 
to the coming Redeemer. After the Fall, our first parents, Adam and Eve, 
thought that Cain, their firstborn son, would be the promised Deliverer. 
Abraham was given the promise that, through his son Isaac, all the nations 
on earth would be blessed. David was promised a son who, if faithful to 
God, would be established forever. However, none of these people thought 
that God Himself would be the promised Redeemer.

Prophets in the Old Testament sometimes made cryptic Messianic 
predictions by using the phrase “in the latter days” (see Num. 24:14–
17), which is different from other Old Testament prophecies that use 
a phrase like “time of the end” (see Dan. 8:17, 19). With the coming 
of Christ, the “last days” arrived. After a long period of time, which 
is sometimes called the intertestamental period, God spoke once 
again. This time, however, He spoke most clearly, and qualitatively, 
in the most superior manner through Jesus Christ. Christ is equal 
to God because He is “the exact imprint of God’s very being” (Heb. 
1:3, NRSV), and being divine, He also is the Creator, as well as the 
Sustainer of the universe.

Someone might ask, if Christ is equal to God, how can Paul, speaking 
in behalf of the Father, write of Jesus, “You are my Son; today I have 
begotten you” (Heb. 1:5, NRSV)? Does that imply that Jesus was somehow 
begotten and not eternal? Explain.

 

Part II: Commentary

The Nature of Christ: The question posed at the end of the introduction 
has sparked a history of various interpretations. The previous passage 
(Heb. 1:1–3) was concerned with proving Christ’s superiority over the 
prophets. In the following passage (Heb. 1:4–14), Paul is concerned with 
proving Christ’s superiority over the angels. The reason for emphasizing 
Christ’s superiority could be a keen interest on the part of the audience in 
angels or even in angel veneration, similar to what we see in the church 
in Colossae (Col. 2:18). 

In service to his argument that Christ is superior to the angels, Paul, 
in Hebrews 1:5, quotes two verses from the Old Testament. Psalm 2:7 is 
the first. In its original context, Psalm 2 talks about kings and rulers of 

t e a c h e r s  c o m m e n t s

39



t e a c h e r s  c o m m e n t s

this earth who conspire against God. However, God laughs and terrifies 
them. Ultimately, God will enthrone His divine King on Mount Zion (Ps. 
2:6) by saying: “You are my son; today I have begotten you” (Ps. 2:7, 
NRSV). In his sermon in Antioch in Pisidia, Paul applies this text to the 
resurrection of Christ (Acts 13:33). Throughout Christianity, this psalm 
has been interpreted as Christological. Does this interpretation mean 
that God fathered Jesus at His resurrection, a question we posed at the 
end of our introduction? 

Not at all. God is simply calling forth His Son from the grave when 
He works through Gabriel, “the mightiest of the Lord’s host,” the one 
“who fills the position from which Satan fell,” to remove the stone from 
the tomb of Christ as if it were a pebble. The soldiers guarding the tomb 
“hear him cry, Son of God, come forth; Thy Father calls Thee.”—Ellen 
G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 780. Thus, God the Father calls forth 
His Son. Similarly, in 1 Corinthians 4:15, Paul tells the Corinthians, “In 
Christ Jesus I fathered you through the gospel” (author’s translation). 
Does this act mean that Paul fathered the church? Of course not. Paul 
brought them to spiritual life; he fathered them in a spiritual sense (the 
same term is used for Onesimus [Philemon 10] and for Christians in 
1 John 2:29; 1 John 3:9, etc.).

The second quote that Paul uses to show Christ’s superiority over 
the angels is from 2 Samuel 7:14. The original context speaks about 
David’s plans to build the temple; but Nathan informs the king that 
his son Solomon will construct God’s house. The Lord also promises, 
“I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me” (2 Sam. 7:14, 
NRSV). This quote in its original context cannot refer to Christ because 
of what follows in this verse: “When he commits iniquity, I will punish 
him with a rod such as mortals use” (2 Sam. 7:14, NRSV). For obvi-
ous reasons, this verse must refer to a sinful Solomon rather than the 
sinless Christ. 

Both Psalm 2:7 and 2 Samuel 7:14 have one thing in common, how-
ever. They both stress the fact that the king of Israel and Solomon are 
sons of God: “You are my son; today I have begotten you” (NKJV), and 
“he shall be a son to me” (NRSV). The emphasis is not on the fathering 
but on the adoption of the Davidic king and on his son’s kingship, which 
is transferred, much later in Hebrews, to Christ. The introductory phrase 
in Hebrews 1:5 asks: “For to which of the angels did God ever say: ‘You 
are my Son?’ ” (Heb. 1:5, NRSV). The obvious answer is to none of the 
angels. Only Christ has “become as much superior to angels as the name 
he has inherited is more excellent than theirs” (Heb. 1:4, NRSV). That 
name is “my Son,” a title never ascribed to any angels. To none of them 
did God ever say, “  ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet’ ” (Heb. 1:13, NRSV).
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Someone, however, might object to the notion of fathering as adop-
tion in this context, countering with Hebrews 1:6: “When he brings the 
firstborn into the world” (Heb. 1:6, NRSV). Does not this verse, the 
objector might argue, talk about Christ as being the Firstborn? Good 
question. The term “firstborn” does have the meaning of primogeniture 
in such texts as Genesis 25:13, Genesis 27:19, and Genesis 35:23. But 
in the Old Testament, the “firstborn” also is Israel (Exod. 4:22, 23), 
contrasted with the firstborn of Egypt. In Psalm 89:27, David is called 
God’s “firstborn” although he was the youngest of eight brothers, not 
the firstborn at all. In the New Testament, Jesus is the “firstborn” of 
Mary (Luke 2:7), the “firstborn” among many brothers (Rom. 8:29), the 
“firstborn” of all creation (Col. 1:15), and the “firstborn” from the dead 
(Col. 1:18, Rev. 1:5). These texts show that the title “firstborn” refers 
to Christ’s preeminence in the church, over the Creation, the cosmos, 
and the resurrected. Linking Hebrews 1:5 with verse 6 indicates that the 
Christ is this royal Davidic King whom God introduced into the world 
with the appeal, “Let all God’s angels worship him” (Heb. 1:6, NRSV). 
The rest of chapter 1, however, takes up these proofs from Scripture and 
makes four assertions: (1) only one Person is called “Son” by God (Heb. 
1:5), and that is Christ. (2) Angels worship this Son (Heb. 1:6). (3) The 
Son is the unchanging, just, and anointed Monarch, who created the 
heavens and the earth (Heb. 1:8–10). (4) The Son reigns at God’s right 
hand, while angels, in contrast, are ministering spirits in behalf of those 
who will be saved (Heb. 1:11–14). 

In summary, we can say that Christ was not fathered by God but, through 
His incarnation as the Son of God, the human race has been “adopted” 
and “accepted in the Beloved” (Eph. 1:6). Thus, Christ is given the title 
of “firstborn.” As such, His status is far above the angels and deserves 
even their worship. Ellen G. White, in advising the church on how best 
to reach out to other Christians, states the following about Christ’s pre-
existing nature: “Do not make prominent those features of the message 
which are a condemnation of the customs and practices of the people, 
until they have an opportunity to know that we are believers in Christ, 
that we believe in His divinity and in His pre-existence.”—Testimonies 
for the Church, vol. 6, p. 58. Ellen G. White helped the young Seventh-
day Adventist Church to find biblical balance concerning the preexistent 
nature of Christ. In the context of Lazarus’s resurrection, she wrote 
of Christ’s nature: “In Christ is life, original, unborrowed, underived.” 
—The Desire of Ages, p. 530. 

These Last Days and the End of Time: The early Christian writers 
believed that the last days had arrived, and they would culminate in the 
Second Coming. That is why Paul could say, “But in these last days 
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[contrasted with the days of the prophets] he has spoken to us by a 
Son” (Heb. 1:2, NRSV). Similarly, when Peter and the other disciples 
are accused of being drunk at Pentecost, Peter claims that the miracle 
of speaking in tongues is a fulfillment of prophecy: “  ‘  “In the last 
days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all 
flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy” ’ ” (Acts 2:17, 
NRSV). The Joel 2 prophecy came to pass at the beginning of the last 
days. Also, when talking about Christ’s incarnation, Peter wrote: “But 
[Christ] was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake” (1 Pet. 1:20, 
NRSV). These last days are characterized by scoffers, who question the 
second coming of Christ (2  Pet. 3:3, 4) and exploit the poor for the 
sake of enriching themselves (James 5:3). The last days also are char-
acterized by the appearance of antichrists (1 John 2:18).

While acknowledging the fact that the last days arrive with Christ’s 
incarnation, is there a difference between these “last days” and the “end 
of time,” as described by Daniel and Revelation? Consider the time 
prophecy of the 2,300 evenings and mornings in Daniel 8:14. This time 
prophecy stretches far beyond the days of Christ. And other prophecies 
still have several events outstanding, from our vantage point in time, 
such as the “seven last plagues” (Rev. 15:1, Rev. 21:9). Ultimately, the 
“last enemy” (1 Cor. 15:26) is not yet conquered, nor have we heard the 
“last trumpet” (1 Cor. 15:52, NRSV). In summary, we can say that the 
last days arrived with Christ, but the last great event in the time of the 
end is still outstanding. In between these two comings, unfulfilled pro-
phetic events must still transpire.

 
 
 Part III: Life Application

By looking at Hebrews 1, we realize that Paul packed a lot of theology 
into it. Warmhearted, devotional, application-oriented Christianity is 
necessary. However, our orthopraxy (practice) stems from our orthodoxy 
(beliefs). A solid theology will lay the foundation for a good Christian 
lifestyle.

Thought Questions:

1.	 Do you think that, today, we have to balance our theology with our 
Christian praxis? If so, how?
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2.	 How can we discern, even today, between our religious and cul­
tural “baggage” and the biblical truth?

3.	 In a time in which authority, both in culture and in the church, 
is in crisis, how does Hebrews 1 give us guidance?
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